ALL THAT WE TRULY NEED IS FOUND IN CHRIST

Hope for the present. Hope for the future 

In the book of Psalms we read,

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)
As we are now in lockdown in Sydney I have spent much time with the LORD being refreshed whilst at the same time reflecting upon the state of the world at this time and how Jesus is the answer. In a world looking for true peace and hope and where people are always looking for ways to cope with the meaninglessness of life without Jesus, I have greatly enjoyed my times of refreshing with the Lord this past week.

This morning as I sat with the Lord I just thought about how blessed we are as Christians that no matter what we may be experiencing in the world we can live a life of great purpose and meaning at ALL times.

Following are twelve wonderful reasons why we can continually live a life of great purpose and meaning as Christians that came to my mind this morning as I reflected upon the goodness of God in my own life.
1) Because we can experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of when we know Him intimately and when we choose to continually live our life for the Kingdom Cause
Jesus Himself said, 
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
2) Because we have peace with God and are eternally secure in our relationship with Him the moment we become a believer
The moment we give our life to Jesus we are accepted by God, we have been justified and made right in our relationship with Him, we have been completely forgiven and we have been adopted into His family.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:1-2)
In the gospel of John we read, 
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:” (John 1:12)
3) Because we can have perfect peace when we continually keep our focus on the LORD and on all of the promises in God’s word. “For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)
In the book of Isaiah we read, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
4) Because we have a God who is a very present help in time of trouble. Help from God is always just a prayer away
God does not want us to continually be anxious about things in life but that we would learn to trust Him at all times by involving Him in all of our struggles. 
God has such a great love and concern for all people.
The Psalmist wrote, “God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.” (Psalm 46:1-2)
5) Because God’s ways are higher than our ways. Our greatest potential in life comes from following God’s blueprint for our life
In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
6) That we will always be fruitful in our life when our hope and trust is continually in Christ alone
In the book of Jeremiah we read, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
7) Because the moment we are saved God has a unique plan and purpose for our life that truly gives us purpose and meaning during our time here on earth, even during the wilderness seasons
Although we will all go through challenging times, we are most fulfilled in life when our lives are fully surrendered to Jesus Christ and when our will is aligned to God's will for our life. Truly His yoke is easy and His burden is light.
The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
8) That through the Holy Spirit living in us and empowering us as believers, we can achieve so much more than what we could ever accomplish in our own strength

God is never limited by our ability but just our AVAILIABLITY and willingness to let Him direct our steps in life
The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)
9) That we can always gain the wisdom that we need in life to make right choices by simply asking God in prayer for help and guidance. He is always willing and available to give us the counsel and guidance that we need to do life well
In the book of James we read, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8)
10) That we can be assured that all of our prayers that are in line with God’s will for our life will be answered, IN HIS PERFECT TIMING
The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” (1 John 5:14-15)
11) That when we put Christ and the things of the Kingdom first in our life all that we need in life will be added to us. God knows our every need in life and is well able to meet those needs. His promise to us is that if we live wholeheartedly for Him He will meet our every need in life
Jesus Himself said, “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
AND
12) That as believers we have the wonderful future hope that beyond the grave the best is yet to come. As believers to be absent from the body is to be in the presence of Jesus
Jesus Himself said, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:1-3)
So with this in mind, how important it is that we help our friends and family to come to Christ in the challenging times that we are now living in, that they too will experience the richness of life that can only be found in Christ and also have the glorious hope beyond the grave that we all have as believers

